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Silas Marner, or the Opiate Novel
- Linguistic Art as Pharmakon in Modern Capitalist Society -

Masaki HARA

In George Eliot’s fairytale-like novel Silas Marner (1861), a baby with golden curly hair suddenly appears
before Marner, a miser, when he gets depressed because his gold coins, which he has been saving for years, are
stolen. Taking charge of the orphan, naming her Eppie after his mother, and living with her as her father, he finally
awakens to the value of love, which money cannot buy. At first glance, it seems that in this novel, Eliot merely
criticizes capitalism and asserts the superiority of love over monetary value. It should be noted, however, that one
of the causes of death of Eppie’s biological mother, a working-class woman addicted to opium, is the neglect by her
husband, a landowning-class man, who is Eppie’s biological father; and that in the ending of the story, he, with his
vast wealth, financially supports Marner and Eppie. What this narrative development implies is that the happy
ending, where love links with capital, is based on the exploitation of the working-class mother. In Silas Marner,
Eliot shows that love, which literary genres often portray as supremely valuable, is in fact inseparable from the

violence of exploitation and therefore ambivalent. In other words, love is like opium, a pharmakon, which is both a

remedy and a poison.
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... he seated himself on his fireside chair,
and was stooping to push his logs together,
when to his blurred vision, it seemed as if
there were gold on the floor in front of the
hearth. Gold!—his own gold—brought back
to him as mysteriously as it had been taken
away!. . . He leaned forward at last, and
stretched forth his hand; but instead of the
hard coin with the familiar resisting outline,
his fingers encountered soft warm curls.
(108-9)
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. . . this passage paves the way for the child
to become gold in a manner that differs from
the literal sense Marner initially imagines.
For, the story unfolds, the value that most
people would attribute to literal gold, and
that the word gold would ordinarily denote,
migrates to the child, where it is transformed
into an altogether different kind of value.
Thus, . . . he [i.e. Marner] gradually learns
that gold is not necessarily literal or limited
to the coins the word usually denotes.
(Poovey 382)
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Marner took her on his lap, . . . . Thought
and feeling were so confused within him,
that if he had tried to give them utterance, he
could only have said that the child was come
instead of the gold—that the gold had turned
into the child. (120)
T 5 EE5EE I E & OO T
HHIE—L W) G EGZDLDEN, £bTh
ROERBIEINY IN=ThH->T, ZIEEY
DODRBOLH P H L ONIZB DD, ZDLH
2y &R =27 =0k =B & v ) BRI B Y
D EMZEZ D) LT, REBICZ =130 %
TREWPL LT DTHL, TNEFBOT
Ot 2R} T E—DflicbALN L, TE—2L 5
TY—F =33 LDDI L, ELTAVAAL
ROENZT ERVE V) KT, o7 DA
Thb, LhL. TOMAZ, iz Eizdo
THTO BT, HRICE > TETREXI
LoTwolz, ZADPBFIL 7201, BAN
ZIMARICE > TTIE RS, ALWZIEHICK - T
LDTHbo
G TRZERATRE 2 B O, ZA3FER
TL2DIF.ZOXH) IS EEAIL T LR Ko



TEIPZRRELZBTRILDEEIHAPLHD
72. LT, MEEIEZORIRM: 2 1T 5/
BOBMMEE LTHIRT 2, vx—F—txt¥—%
AT B “perfect love” (241) IZH AT 5
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would be well off too. The belief that he repented his
marriage, and suffered from it, only aggravated her
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@, “his own vicious folly, which now seemed as mad
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vices do when their promptings have long passed
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WK ENFEZLEE TN HEOTIERNES
I e BICRETORA L, Hiddil e
ST ANV RKATHENIBIZL, FIXAHOEK
ELTUEINS Z L3 Gho72/Eb 9 KD
BEBIEEIEI~Y—F—DFNEI P TAMERL
TV, ¥—F—DEEICHAET L L) Il ho7
XonTid, KA Lo THEDFEEHEE LN
IR EZDEDNIZ LX), H2HED
ANHAEICH 722 & 72, 2 L TEDIRAD HI%
ARV TEoNT LB o7z T — L OTH]
FRFERIMZNTH L. M, ) —1FTF7
V—IlABTOHNZBEBEL LDV ES TA
AT D E DI/ EZ LN DD,
ZOEREDFN O L TS B A 2 &
WHBELIZEIN G Z &3 v, 29 LoiErs
RATLBHEHIT BV —BEIMELEZVAYT
HBHEVIDITTIIRL TR, BE2LEELE
BoZzhrzfohrho/z AL LTHMrILTn
5DTHb,
COFEMK LT, BY) =k, v—F—=AEF)
L7zEH1T, IREDMICEHHEBRELEL I LD T
7202, FEBIZEZZ) Lah o205
ﬁbh&(féﬁfﬁé &) BEmAEE S
B0b LN\, 25 Z9) LFGRIETE D MIZ
Zf)éﬁﬁ&i‘%,\%\?%gt LTWwa, MEide bi
FEEBERIETEHS, x—F—@dETHYE
V—WR3ZTHDH, L) Vxryy—EOREN:
BN H LD, HEHEEME E o PITITHERDAR
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BIZEAREREL T BT, Bidmsch
ELRLIIRECTHEETRETHL L), Tl
EREDOFIRGENC D & DL B OV E 55735
Hlas, HEER L A OIS L LA S &R E
LTwoZzZ 3 X<Montnid, Zokiflic
BOTEHORFN R EHIITEbO THECR -
2o FHBETHLEROD T, HERSEFRE VS
7oA EOBED IR ES BT %R
WS, 29 LTERMEIZBEIRFENIRFEY
5% 2HBVWIRRIZBIPNTzDOTH S, &5 A
B & RIS M DSREE % I CHr @i AR
WChNZWwbIF Tl hh ol LA L, 257D
BEOZBOT50RHNEELRH 212, REDOHZ
EEIOBIZTHE V) BT THELZLE W) A
T4 IREADINTHENICHIRE N BER
bdHolze T LRKNEZREEZ X ) -0
BT DY HIIe—F—DFNER%EDD
DERDLDEIEETHLIENDONDLESL I,
X—F—PLE—%HEWDEFCTLILINTEL

DIF. HEEEEEPTICRHEZ DT BDPHS T

DY BT 12X > TIAZBE TV 575,
T, KTHHE) —FRFENRBICH VT
wto%%f SRENIELDIZAETREER
TWZEIFZFDZ E2WMMITRLTWA, §T
hﬁf_i') N D R MY (5ONDY -+ ¢l B/ 5
LN, BRI TREARZIELZLIEITERN
L. lZICELDIETHICETEI L TELRL
BHDIZEEORNI T,

VR, BY —RBIRICTAVERIE TV R
WEWIH HET, ©LAEMERCEEICHS /-8
ELTHIINRTWEEEZWZEL LNk,
e ORI, [ BB D 2212, 1<
TEBROLELIOICTAVHIZS 2 28E] B
] 152) 2R H5H—FH T, FhidarzEhiic
ELTEMITATH L, LI ZTOHERMIC
o TV HSHHEND & ) EFAZHD TV
HTH D, BEHML TV I2TAYA)Yay S
OHFTHo b d IR HO—2H, T K7
’) —9@‘&%“ (Godfrey’s Cordial) & \» 9 £ Hi 72>

ZENBDLRLEIHIT. LLDODATEITENE
F@%%%@é@éﬁ&%(mmm)kﬁofw
DOTHDH] (K 153)% TAHA. 19D A
F Z2ZBWTT A YO H W % 578 5 R

WKIRSNTWbIFTlERv. YTy e
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CHERBOXNOB ZHT2% 0, O~ kD
REKELTTTRER LTV v Y
(Samuel Taylor Coleridge) %, [7 Y #HEOE
H] (Confessions of an English Opium-Eater) (1856)
DFHEH K - 7 4~ — (Thomas De Quincey) 7%
TANVEHFELTILHMON TV, 2%l
b IO DOPIIHET T, SEFIEFLEHOT
ANVADRESPEOEEO AL BT, [ MR
DERENTOIT—F =V a vy 7 & EIEHE,
LR, SR, NYBRREDEL] ITBwT,
TR EL LN, [BRkzEbI. ¥
RTOANPEDEFOHIZAY ZATVS72] @
THhsd W 147) L2L. 29 L72RME 19
A - B2 5 20 HAMDIZHTTED ST
Wlo TOREBEoNITERSTDD, W - I
TREBOMENA. & biFEMiz ZoHWwFEE L
7 HWRF OGN % 9 - 72 2 AFBUHFER) & |
ZOWRFEE L TD 1868 4F ® HFH ik (Pharmacy
Act) 72o7ze THUF. TAYORHEEB IV
Z DOREEIUT X 2 2R 2o 005 R D TR A
WS N, TOFHAELZEMWITHRBEINLRE
WMEL L TALT, B E T2 LrthaBifis
HAEL, HLICBELTWLZLIlho7, 28
TRELLTRVITRVOIER, EdorBh) 7A
YIEVWTHOREBRTHHHIN TV 2012 2
b5, ZoO—HOYH L FE L “the outcome of
the class basis of Victorian society” Td > T, €D
EIG 19 72 JH 1 “the control of lower-class deviance”
7257228 TH2 (Berridge and Edwards xxviii)
1861 E L V9, F XIS OYHER 2K Y EAS

DERETWZAI [VAFA-~v—F—] %
WRL7z= )4y M3, £ TELRDDH o 72
Ra e Tt aHliElis ) —DT A
YEHED CHRBIC WS, HRLHH GO
T AYERKEED L h o728\ ) PRk
LT HIET, RO E LTHiZ
IELTWBDE,

U EORHRS, T¥—b<—F—0ORIKRMNE
WHRRERLE L, TF7)—DBERIZES>TH
Aoz, 7710 u—4 &) REERO PG
. FIHBEOKE) —ORHED ) 2D Lo T
WBEWVSTIWESL S THLHFIET 5 FAEME
ORNIIHEMEN TV LD TH L, BROH %
THEIC T 2 RIS 57 B % 2> 5 OPEHUZ L 5 T

EEREND, L)Ly ZAEHOHHZIY A
ARV AFHFE T I AL T, Zv#
SEDHEHEI LUV HBECTEAT TSI LI
Yo TR I Twb, BATH AL
BHOFAERERENEENT AL THRYZL->TNS
Ew) T, Toatik, ) —0Fr—ZIZd
HTIEFE S, Wiz, 774 v—FHoOkiEzH
I —ZEAECDIZHL2bLT. Wik
ZAFTH bR WE T, £ LT, FEERIC
BWTEx, Bnekwny, BE¥MiEsE-H5
HOBOITAONGEIIR D Z Lidhv, fEETY
F v ME EY =55 OBRUC X ) KFAMAIEE
ENDEVHIHRIFEPTEDNSL XS, WEk

L TWbDTHb, ETHUE. ZO/hHHE
BT LEEDOHG R, ZAICERFERN 2K
WAMMEDOSCTE ) a2 2. /NN E OfMifE o
RRMEEHSTAZ e Tl EBbN s, Kk
2. TV Y POEOHNZFMRE L. €224
BDOENTWDEESLIBHDL—DD/NRBEZERY
L& 9,

N. PAVOEI LR HBWI/NIVwaE
L TO=ET

BY) —ZDAT HRENHEL SN SN D X
A AEFZT Y F v b OHIE 7 AR AL
X9 B/ANSIEDBEN 23 2 & TR RWES
Io ITNEDL, B LlwvoT, ERIZLZAITN
FUROMAE 2 sl e & DO EH ELTw
ELIITEHRVESL ), RIZENFEHBZE 5 I,
ZFOFBEELTISHY Y Ve[ ZERECT
BTL2 R b, ©AHA VEEDTZAIZEI L
FHREE I TWAZITTH S, L) R
LTELRVWDLIFTIE RV, A% BLEH TEARW
EFE B D VIEE O H R TR 2
BRE AN 2072 71U, 1EFIMTERAT
Wb EWZ DA D FhuL, INEBIMEAE
WAl & HLEERIARICH D 35 b 2 2 oI
Wiz 2 A9 T8 FE2MLILITEHLT
——&H B /NI DS A 2 S BEFTAG 2
Wiz LA Lo bRt oCLE
) EF R 2 LK o T— /Bl D X
BCLAZWIEEICEZHTAH I LW
%o BAREZRNLERAOIMBE V) BIMEEZ
7208 & v fHEME, EH60—HT




37K, MWEOMG| & IRHE 2 2 ANl fE O H
BELTIRRENTVELE W) Z LT,

IVAY I A TR - 3—F—] 2255
THRRLEIET D, DRI Y VDTS L7
TAGAE X9 E, BBV TH B BRI E LT
WIRIICHE I N TV L, TAYDBRENTE, —F
TlE, TTIRRZEIIE, 7TAVIZFERBRIZBW
TEKRERERFWBN2LLH EZRES LGS
FoTRBICELELZ LD LEMALFED L A
EIN AP TIERE LR SN TS, ThE
BH T, I<AMONTVE LHIT, TAVIZ
H DO - SRR LTEFE SN TELL
ZOMHADPHLCHHISND L) ko7 bidw
ZBAETHOEHHERENE LTI HEDbI TS
ZEIZEDLD IRV, INHPEERT LD, TA
YOREI, HBTHDLLRARICHETIH L L)
WflitECTdH 5 L) T, HDVIE. TAVIE,
71 % (Jacques Derrida) 25\ & 25D [75)1
RAY] THhHEVoTHIw, Yz, 7tz
WERIAED, BHLEL, I Erir i v
I &SI, THRTRR &9 L3 A ERIN L
NP e i I | PRGN A P o St 1 S VA D)
b D& AT IR L % 2 Wil A9 SO LA
EHT N Ay W ETENEESIL L,
Nz areiF, ¥V YTEICBNTHEEBOM
FEBKRTLE (TLVT7 77Xy PRILTI
pharmakon) T& V. FHFR IS % KT 5 HHi
7 pharmacy DFERTd H 5. 7V Fid, WER
M LA 0EGEL 23 HRF) T EFETT b
DEREDFFEE DI LT, NIy E2RDLD
WZHHIT %o

If the pharmakon is “ambivalent,” it is
because it constitutes the medium in which
opposites are opposed, the movement and
the play that links them among themselves,
reverses them or makes one side cross over
into the other. . . . The pharmakon is the
movement, the locus, and the play: (the
. It holds in
reserve, in its undecided shadow and vigil,
the opposites and the differends that the

production of) difference. . .

process of discrimination will come to carve
out. (Derrida 130)
EHDOT ANV IFESICIONNVYIT S THo T
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ANELT X OV oo g MR & PR 12 23 BARY
HPYE L TERICHE IR TV EDLIFE, 20
fECBW T Y v M, BARER ZHEIUC
Bby erbRBHCERZEE LT LEEZH
BI—Ddr0EFOHEL TRV TH D
WYY UNVE WhIFHARICE STV 0
YELTZEIELTDLDTH 5,
MECBILNH Yy VORETHD LY
F v PARIET S, ZH Lz~ ar oI,
FEIINH A A - ~—F—] OYFEEMOHE
&twbvxwmﬁﬁ%éhfwé FTTICR
v PEE R EOMAEDOIIR & & b ITFER A
X%Lxéoﬁhk%\%vbtﬁﬁ%T%KL
TWbDIE, W OPOPRENBFIZBIT 5 FH
BN 5 OBEMEH ORI, R &
THYH., ZORELE LTOBROTERTH S, £
LT, HHITREZ LI, FhiE 7Y EL
THIET LRI S 22\, TA/# fa;
LB OHEEREAZICL, KEOHAIZIZA
%%K%%Lbékwazki%u—%oobf
HiHND DN, FEEOREL T Ny 2 AL T
WHRWEEEG AW HIC0, REDOEIIHN.,
BELTWwWLDTH b,
WEHER LD EDFEELR~Y—F—LIE—-D
ISV BRE ENENOREEDHIE %8 2 72,
BIRDEW L V) 13D hv. FRETRBICTER
WI Y —ICHEREEIZ VO TH - T MK
HODBEETY—FT—ORICADL L ZERT 2
DTIE R REMICEI W Z RO THRWT
Wb T F N ELDTHDH, FL
T EEDPROPTIZAND D, 7oF7-F2DL
XX —F —DHEHR D “catalepsy” DFIE TR L 1
KA L, £ 5T “agravenimage” D & ) I2% >
TWa2572 (108), ¥UTTHETHERILDSLZ
LEERTDHNILVLTVA (TVT 7 Xy MR
T katalepsis) (ZHKT 5. Z ORATE O FIE
BT BB R IE L A REE D R L,
NEMBADP S H 2 LEELS INTHHOLOEE
TENEZLEZON VI EZHNICR->TLE
Vo BV TFOFRHICINIL, ~—F—FEENL
® T & 72EIRIE “a mysterious rigidity and suspension

/J N

of consciousness, which, lasting for an hour or more,
had been mistaken for death” (8) Tdh b, 2F 1,
IE—LOHEVORMIZBWT, #RI35E L X5
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TELWEIRRBIZHEDIFHE, LT, Bk
IrEnLE, IRV —bFMRICHEEW
R AT ATEAREEZRE S E TS, 7k D F2% “he
would rather trust to casualties than to his own resolve”
(27) LI LI, HEORIIZ T HDOLHT
HoT, B —LOBRIZBNTH ZNHFHEHZ
Moo M, HKE OWERBEZSHORLET
PENEDRITT B WAHT 72HIF < DIl
BRI BIREMELLVTEIIEEE LI
T5. DFD, AT HIT L L ZIE, “hoping
for some unforeseen turn of fortune, some favourable
chance which would save him from unpleasant
consequences” & % \ I3 “trusting to some throw of
fortune’s dice” (71). % 3 % I “the worship of
blessed Chance” (72) % ® 73, Wikx b - L,
ZH bR —F =M OFT Iy - Y- %
Ko TITA NIRRT D I LIk
EoNTERTATH, FIITEREIYEEOR
ELHROIES B ENE, v—F—F. KA
NHEEONIMEDIREIE ST 72OITHRIE
i3 5 BHN WG 3 2 25, 2 OH LA “lots”
(12) C@ZhbhTLFIw, ZOBAL Lo
REIEFROHIEZITFTT T 4 0 —MIZK D 1
LI LR WERTCDRERRDIOD - =
VI ERBG M- b oREOME 2T S
CLIZEoT, RFICEHTEDOTH L. 2O
IRT, A 72 -3 —F—=] @7~V I/hdE
IRZENRTEDLESS,

CZFTRTEALLHIE, )Ly M [9A
FA < —F—] D) LT, Iy v IVITHE
AREFR LT LHEERETOVEIUINE L 2555
FECZN A2 BN T 24K V23 0 TH S,
EWIHNHBIERORL, 2o, T EIIZEFDSVT
U EEYRERBOMR E V) LRVIZETEL
LIAATWS, BWIZ UL, 7V~ a vl
FERE R D O/NBUIC X o T NBLY ¥ YV TEAR
FHEASCBIILNVY AL THDLILERED
ELTWDEDTHDH, WIHIFTTH AL, Thid,
IHRRT )y PANHEY Y Va2 ffEBT LI L
ZHOT, HEMLERTHEBE > TV &)
ZETIE RV, F9Tire L, Hiid, BrEst
LM B O ML % 1S L7/ Y v Y Vs &
THHoTLEIFHMICHEMNTHAIEL, T

72y FOFEDZIEIZL DL E WD I EITER
FRHEZ5ELTVWEDTHD, TOBEND,
WEICD)—E A TR - ~v—F—] 2%
BIhb, SOMBIIEY) —D XD AR EN
HEWEDOKEHLDEED L) RBDICh>TW
b, EVZDEhH LN, TOMFIZZ LA
Witz 725 OPER & 9 BINHEMIZTIEH N
boTWbIETTHEN, TOZLriEHL LT
EXWg 5, HLVIREIINHESTEHTLZ R
CEERLTWAD, 5T, HLTLESLEHED
E2HOBTTEB) LETHIDLEHIZ, T/
HVRBOWFETHHELTH, ZOHLIEIHID
FHEIEIv—F— LI —DFETIERL, B)—D
X9 BB ERERDOLIN T NT BNHEF ) F v
FO, BHEYY R VELDTH D,

x

1 UTFO A5 <w—F—] 2505
3 X T Terence Cave # 5& @ Oxford World's Classics
i (1996) 25D HDTH Y, HEDH 2RI A
NTRRT %,

2 LUty POHEEMIIBITAEEOIFEIION
T, Coleman; Henry & &M, Mi#H L& b2, 3=
WMERELTOMEANZ) 4y MIHDHI LE2EHE
TEDLITREAEVD, ThEDILLAELDOE
AREWBEDLZVEITORERE LTOMMITNL
EHTHEPL, BEAPEARATERELDT 572D
NEHEPSHH L TNZDOTIE LN EEZBHFLT
Wb,

3 BWIEORAIRIRYED 5 VIR D B
LDV TIE, TTIREZELOMEIHS 2L
TWBH, 2 TDH Goux; Poovey; Shell; HIH% %
18

4 “The young man [i.e. Godfrey]. . . shares his name
with the most popular brand of children’s opium,
Godfrey's Cordial” (McCormack 101) & \» 9 $g¥#H 2%
TTIEHB LI EBET) Ty FHMEH DY
NODO—=NT, TANVEREEZEIHOMEEE
[TF7Y)—] LD DIFMEREIZEZ R,
EBZ WHETAYEFHALTWRWELTSH,
ZILTVBIZELVE) RREEHEEB 5T
WLZERIEFODNPLTVEDND Lk,

5 19HERA FYAMZICBITET AV OMNEDT
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BEHA2TI Y4 0= 7»6Z5md R oiEY;
THWTWE W) BREICRS>TVEY, Lo
WHIZOWTIEFEEN RS AHTH S, 7272, %
LRBETHL— IV —DERZIIT N TY) —h
LOBETHE—LIHFEEIF. BLALEDS
WL WbWwbF ) T bOMAHERTHWS & w
ITLRIEFODLTHDLEDNH LN,
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