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Population Migration in Hiroshima Prefecture before World War II : Analysis by
national census and notification of residence

Norio TOMINAGA

The purpose of this paper is to investigate characteristics of the migration in Hiroshima Prefecture before World
War II using data from the national census and kiryu-todoke (notification of residence) from the villages of Yamano
and Miwa in Hiroshima Prefecture. Kiryu-todoke records include significant data such as migrant's destinations, dates,
birthdates and occupations.

The main points of this paper are as follows.

First, before the Second World War, Hiroshima Prefecture was a population outflow prefecture. However, many
people came from various areas to Kure city, which grew rapidly because of its importance to the navy.

Second, both Yamano and Miwa are villages in Hiroshima Prefecture, but there was a considerable difference in
the destinations of the migrants from these villages. About 40% of the migrants from Miwa went to the coal mining
areas of Fukuoka, Nagasaki and Yamaguchi prefectures, and 14% went to Hiroshima city. On the other hand, Yamano's

migrants went to a wider range of areas such as neighboring counties, cities in Hiroshima Prefecture, Okayama city,

and Osaka city.

Third, before World War I, most migrants from Yamano went to neighboring villages and towns. After World War I,

many people left Yamano for distant big cities such as Osaka and Tokyo. The majority of the migrants were teenagers.
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sy 63,848,781 | 31,985,952 | 31,862,829 | 10,481,291 5,521,319 4,959,972 0.164
0-9 16,667,650 8,401,857 8,265,793 843,029 425,300 417,729 0.051
10-19 13,178,825 6,660,153 6,518,672 1,934,750 984,888 949,862 0.147
20-29 10,181,828 5,155,401 5,026,427 2,724,988 1,473,005 1,251,983 0.268
30-39 7,698,517 3,951,991 3,746,526 1,969,912 1,077,266 892,646 0.256
40-49 6,301,248 3,187,873 3,113,375 1,401,477 767,678 633,799 0.222
50-59 5,038,660 2,491,297 2,547,363 928,607 484,949 443,658 0.184
60- 4,782,053 2,137,380 2,644,673 678,528 308,233 370,295 0.142
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B 1,833,173 923,313 909,860 338,371 179,051 159,320 0.185
0-9 429,341 216,834 212,507 25,653 12,938 12,715 0.060
10-19 367,066 186,703 180,363 62,330 31,906 30,424 0.170
20-29 293,795 150,753 143,042 85,976 46,389 39,587 0.293
30-39 230,144 120,020 110,124 64,529 36,305 28,224 0.280
40-49 189,842 96,184 93,658 44,578 24,535 20,043 0.235
50-59 155,776 76,160 79,616 30,760 15,732 15,028 0.197
60- 167,209 76,659 90,550 24,545 11,246 13,299 0.147
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0-9 | 428351|0.88|0.07|0.06 59,262 | 0.79 ] 0.09 | 0.12 45,417 | 0.85 | 0.05 | 0.09 23,0291 0.85 [ 0.05 | 0.10 | 323,672 0.90 | 0.06 | 0.04
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