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Eftect of Interlocutors’ Discourse Strategies on Language Mixing by Japanese-
Arabic Bilingual Children:
An Examination of the Parental Discourse Hypothesis

Ziad AL FARRAJ

Language mixing is a linguistic phenomenon often seen in children who grow up in a bilingual environment.
A considerable number of studies on this phenomenon have already been published. However, the actual reasons
why bilingual children use language mixing, and the role played by the interlocutors’ discourse strategies, are still
controversial. The main purpose of this article is to examine the relationship between the strategies adopted by adult
interlocutors when they react to children’s language mixing, on the one hand, and the children’s ways of responding to
these interventions, on the other, with the aim to test the validity of the Parental Discourse Hypothesis (Lanza 1992).

The participants in this study were four Arabic-Japanese bilingual children (siblings) all of whom acquired their
Japanese language ability at the Japanese nursery they attended. The data was collected before all of the children
entered elementary school. The parents of the children are Arabic native speakers; the father is also fluent in Japanese.
All other Japanese interlocutors were native speakers. The analysis of the data shows that, with the exception of the
Minimal Grasp strategy, there is a correlation between the interlocutors’ discourse strategies and the children’s overall
rate of language mixing. However, a more detailed analysis of the children’s language use (Arabic, Japanese, or
Language mixing) in response to their interlocutors’ discourse strategies shows results that do not match the assertions

of the Parental Discourse Hypothesis.
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