Hiroshima Journal of International Studies Volume 7 2001

s

Va—U - rtro [HLAD] LY RS HYORE

—— BR A WARER 58385 3E = LIS ——

Y S SN

U.S. War Objectives against the Soviet Union: Two
Strategic Approaches and Kennan’s Policy Plan

Taketo SUZUKI

In 1948, George Kennan, who was the director of the Policy Planning Staff of the U.S.
Department of State, was ordered by the National Security Council (NSC) to examine the U.S. war
objectives with respect to Russia. He did not believe that a war could happen between the U.S. and
the Soviet Union. Nevertheless, as a policy planner, he was forced to think about the possibility of a
war. Kennan believed that there were two ways of thinking about war: one was the Clausewitz
thesis (“War is continuation of politics by other means”), and the other was the American thesis
(“Democracy fights in anger”). Kennan pointed out that the American attitude to war was not
realistic in the case of war against Russia because the Soviet Government would not accept
unconditional surrender. Thus, any war that happened would be terminated by political resolution
through political negotiation. Kennan submitted his report to the National Security Council. The
Joint Chiefs of Staff (JCS), under the supervision of the NSC, ostensibly made use of his report as
the basis of its war planning, but what the JCS actually planned was global war preparation in order

to destroy Russia completely.
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