Hiroshima Journal of International Studies Volume 12 2006

Jodoogon

—oo0obob iobooboobobobboobooobgoobooboog —

g o o0 0

Reconstruction of Language through Its Deconstruction:
Walter Benjamin’s Philosophy of Language in The Origin
of German Tragic Drama

Nobuyuki KAKIGI

Walter Benjamin tried to grasp the pure essence of language in his early
essay On the Language as Such and on the Language of Man. The discussion
of this essay shows that the language is rather a medium which forms itself
in the response to the other and opens a space of communicability between
incommensurable others than a mere tool for communication in the
homogeneous community. But this discussion on the essence of language
remains far from opening the possibility to transform concrete languages into
such medium. After several years Benjamin tries to confront the worldly
reality of language after Babel in his book on The Origin of German Tragic
Drama. In its chapter on allegory in the baroque tragedy he tries to open a
possibility of transforming the real language as sign through its self-
destruction. According to his discussion allegory, which constitutes tragic
drama shows an experiment of language: allegorical expression tries to
transform it into a medium of response to the other as ephemeral creature. For
this experiment baroque allegory turn the materiality of sign to account.
Allegory reveals itself emphasizing its materiality as writing and such spatial
appearance obstructs significative functions. In the allegorical expression a
sign becomes a spatial fragment and the trace of ephemeral creature appears
in the fragmental image, which lost its signification. Such spatial and
fragmental expression destructs a functional system of language and at the
same time puts the language in the abyss between incommensurable others.
Benjamin thinks that only through destructive experiment the language can
rehabilitate its dynamism of self-formation between others. This article tries to
show his discussion on allegory as a theory of language, which suggests a
potential of language as a medium of responsibility and communicability.
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