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The Ikeda Administration’s Diplomacy toward
Europe and the “Three-Pillar” Theory

Shintaro IKEDA

The Aim of this paper is to examine Japan’s diplomacy toward Europe under the Tkeda
Administration (1960-1964), especially the first half of its term. After protests and strikes against the
revision of the US-Japan security treaty and Prime Minister Kishi’s resignation in 1960, the common
and immediate agenda for the Ikeda Administration and the Kennedy Administration was to improve
the US-Japan alliance. However, Ikeda not only tried to rebuild the US-Japan alliance as an “equal
partnership,” he also laid a great emphasis on the Europe-Japan relationship. Ikeda viewed Japan
as one of the “three pillars” of the free world along with the United States and Western Europe.
During their trips in 1961 and 1962, Prime Minister Ikeda and Foreign Ministers Zentaro Kosaka
and Masayoshi Ohira emphasized Japan’s “prestige” and “dignity” toward European leaders. As a
result, the European Economic Community agreed to end discriminatory treatment against Japan’
s exports. In addition, Tkeda got European agreement to Japan’s accession as a full member to the
OECD (Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development), the so-called “great power club.” The
conclusion of this essay is that Ikeda’s diplomacy, especially toward Europe, was much more assertive

in contrast to his domestic attitude known as “low posture.”
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