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A Study of the Potential Contribution of Citizen-led Learning Spaces
in the Formation of Social Capital

Jumpei HIRAO

Recent years have seen a decline in local community membership rates, based on human relationships and
connections to the local area, resulting in weakened community bonds. Japan’s Ministry of Education, Culture,
Sports, Science, and Technology is responding to this situation by promoting social capital’s construction in the
social education field. However, government’s efforts in this area are limited, with their primary focus on public
initiatives like community centers.

This study examines the potential contribution of citizen-led learning communities, referred to as “Learning
Commons,” which awaits its complete integration into social education through the formation of social capital.
Focusing on the NPO Hiroshima-Jin University established in 2010, this research evaluates the effectiveness of

citizen-led learning activities based on survey results from its participants and staff. The study aims to clarify the

significance of citizen-led learning communities in contributing to social capital formation
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