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To evaluate technologies for information retrieval and natural language processing systemati-
cally, sharable large test collections as benchmark data are needed. This paper describes the
test collections for patent information processing at the NTCIR workshop from retrieval, clas-
sification, machine translation, and mining perspectives. For the retrieval task, test collections
for technology survey, invalidity search, and passage retrieval were produced. For the classifi-
cation task, test collections for the F-term patent classification system were produced. In the
current workshop, applying the patent documents in Japanese and English that were used for
the retrieval and classification tasks, test collections for machine translation and mining are
being produced. For the translation task, sentence-aligned data extracted from patent families
are used for training and evaluation purposes. For the mining task, aimed at the analysis of
technology trends across patents and technical papers, the purpose is to categorize technical
abstracts based on a patent classification system.
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