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Community Involvement and Quality of Life
with Setouchi International Art Festival

Masahiro NAKASHIMA

Art projects have been staged in Japan since the 1990s. The features of an art project are collaborating works
among artists, volunteers, and local residents. By these features, an art project can be a tool of community development.
The aim of this paper is to examine whether an art project actually helped develop communities. Seven islands located in
the Setouchi Inland Sea, being scarcely populated and rapidly aging communities, hosted the Setouchi International Art
Festival and many collaborative art projects were performed. By examining the impact of the art projects on the island
communities, it is possible to see how the art projects affected the local people and the communities. A questionnaire
survey conducted by Muroi in 2011 and a fact-finding survey conducted by the author in 2011 were utilized to analyze
the various impacts and grassroots facts. It was found that the art projects promoted human relationships and community

development activities, although they varied depending on the local situations. Based on these analyses, several

conditions for staging an art project to enhance community and human wellbeing are pointed out.
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