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Visions of China in Muromachi Ink Painting
—Screens of West Lake (Hiroshima Prefectural Art Museum)—
Mariko JOICHI

Screens of West Lake (a pair of six-panel screens, ink on paper, 137.5 x 353.6 cm each) belongs to Hiroshima
Prefectural Art Museum and was exhibited in “Screen Paintings of the Muromachi Period” at Tokyo National Museum
in 1986. The work is considered to date from the first half of the 16th century, and is attributed to the Kano school.

A lake surrounded by mountains, temples, pavilions, and stone walls takes up the center of the composition and
stretches across the two screens. Long bridges linking the islands and shores of the right and left screens appear as
typical features of West Lake. Typically, the four seasons of a landscape play out across the screens from right to left,
but this work is unique in that the seasonal imagery moves in the opposite direction. Image sources for these screens
can be found not only in pictorial maps imported from China, but also in the poems of Song dynasty poets Lin Bu
and Su Shih, and in the texts of Yuan dynasty painting theory quoted in Muromachi-period Gozan-zen literature and

enjoyed in Gozan-monk literati circles.
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