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What “Sokutenkyoshi” is : Pride and Prejudice, The Vicar of
Wakefield, and Meian

Miyuki SATO

The “sensation of reaction” is a concept proposed by Charles Sanders Peirce (1839-1914). It is classified as
Secondness. “Second is the conception of being relative to, the conception of reaction with, something else ” (Peirce
1891: 175). I propose a hypothesis that the pair of “Jikohoni” (self-centeredness) and “Sokutenkyoshi” (selfless
devotion to justice), which was a lifelong key concept of NATSUME Soseki (1867-1916), is deeply connected to
“Sensation of reaction”. Soseki said “Sokutenkyoshi” was reflected in Pride and Prejudice (1813) and The Vicar of
Wakefield (1766). In Meian (1916), he tried to do the same.

Can we interpret the three works by the concept of “Sensation of reaction”?

In Section 1II, I define the meaning of “Jikohoni” and “Sokutenkyoshi” in Bungakuron (1907), Soseki”s most
important document of literary theory, and compare them to Peirce’s concept. In Sections III, IV and V, I interpret the
three works based on the “Sensation of reaction”.

I conclude that “Jikohoni” and “Sokutenkyoshi” discussed in Bungakuron are comparable concepts to “Sensation

of reaction” and constitute the structure of discourse realized in Meian.
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Mr. Darcy drew his chair a little towards her, and
said, "You cannot have a right to such very strong
local attachment. You cannot have been always at
Longbourn."

Elizabeth looked surprised. The gentleman
experienced some change of feeling; he drew back
his chair, took a newspaper from the table, and
glancing over it, said, in a colder voice:

"Are you pleased with Kent?" (32- 165-166)
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